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This Newsletter5  supersedes  Newsletter4  which was issued on 1st June 2021. 

The reason for this is to clarify the extent of  “Berryhill Fields” at risk of destruction by 

house building.  The extent is shown as “Area 292” on the map on page 5.      

The adjoining 68 hectares of “Berryhill Fields Local Nature Reserve” is not, as far as we are 

aware, subject to any house building proposals.     

Of course for most people, and certainly as far as the wildlife is concerned, all of Berryhill Fields                   

(Area 292  +  Local Nature Reserve)  is one single entity.   This is certainly the impression that you get from 

the numerous stile markers as you pass from the ‘Local Nature Reserve’ into ‘Area 292’.  
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 Furthermore, the Council’s own sign (below) in Fenton Park overlooks “Area 292”.                                                         

The ‘Local Nature Reserve’ that the sign refers to is not visible from Fenton Park. 

 

It is recommended that anyone who has already responded to the current “Local Plan 

Public Consultation” may wish to revisit their submission if they have referred to the          

68 hectares of “Local Nature Reserve” as being the site under threat from house building. 

Just to re-emphasise, it is that part of Berryhill Fields shown as ‘Area 292’  which is still at 

risk of destruction through future house building. 

‘Area 292’ is the fields and meadows at Berryhill where the horses graze.  This biodiverse habitat includes 

sites known locally as “Botteslow Flash” and “Pallet Stacks Field” which are amongst the areas renowned 

for their abundance of wildlife. 

Besides reducing the extent of Greenspace available to local communities, any house building in Area 292  

is also likely to have a detrimental effect upon the adjoining Local Nature Reserve, due to its proximity. 

Time is running out and the “Local Plan Public Consultation” is set to end on Monday 21st June 2021.    

Individuals who have not yet responded may find the remainder of this Newsletter as a useful guide. 
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 “Stoke on Trent   Local Plan  
 Issues and options consultation  2020 – 2040” :  
 

Cast your mind back to Stoke on Trent City Council’s farcical Joint Local Plan ‘consultations’ in February 

2018, ….. well, they are trying to sneak it past you again. 

Unless you are an avid follower of SoT Council’s meeting minutes,  or have specifically signed up                  
for notifications,   you  like most people, will be totally unaware that the Public Consultation period for  
Part 1 of the draft Local Plan has already commenced on 10th May & ends on  Monday 21st June 2021.      
 

 All of us, individuals & organisations,  with a shared appreciation of Berryhill Fields            
 now need to crash their consultations and tell the Council to focus elsewhere. 
 

The whole episode is poorly advertised  & it makes you wonder just how much the Council are really 
seeking your views, or any public participation.    Up until 17th May 2021,  the feedback link provided by the 
City Council wasn’t working (as confirmed by a local Councillor).     This is something that the Save Berryhill 
Fields Action Group has bought to the attention of the City Council,  but at the time of compiling this 
Newsletter, the Council seemingly have no intention of extending the deadline of the statutory six weeks 
Public Consultation period, ….. this speaks volumes about their “Statement of Community Involvement”.                            
 

 
These consultations have been deferred on several occasions and are now 3 years overdue from the 
original scheduled date of Autumn 2018.                                                                                                        
 
Meanwhile, Newcastle Borough Council have decided that they no longer want to collaborate with Stoke 
on Trent City Council in relation to the contentious  ‘draft Joint Local Plan’.        
 

 

So, we are left with a  (SoT only) ‘draft Local Plan’  split into two separate parts                   
for Public Consultation, namely: 
 
       Part 1   “Issues & Options Consultation 2020 -2040”  ending on 21st June 2021.                                      
  These ‘nicely worded’ documents will then undoubtedly be used to reinforce:   
 

  Part 2   the more thorny issue of  “Site Allocations”   which are now deferred until Autumn 2021.     
 

 
 
We have been repeatedly told that “It isn’t over until the fat lady sings”,  …..  well we all say “Let’s tango”.   
 
 

Please get involved & tell Stoke on Trent Council  what you think about their 20 year plan for our City. 
 

We cannot sit back & allow the destruction of our much-loved  Berryhill Fields, because                           
“when it’s gone, it’s gone forever”. 
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but first, a reminder :  What is the Local Plan ?  
 

 
The ‘Local Plan’ is a document prepared by Planning Officers of Stoke on Trent City Council to identify sites 
which they consider to be suitable for future housing development, up to the year 2040.     
 

Many sites under consideration are ‘Brownfield’ sites, typically previously developed, unsightly derelict 
areas where demolition has taken place many years ago and are suitable for redevelopment.   
 

However,  the Greenspace of Berryhill Fields (Area 292) is by far the largest single site under 
consideration as an ‘option’ for house building.     
 
Quite rightly, many people are outraged that this beautiful, well used amenity and wildlife haven                  
is still being purported by the City Council Planners as being ‘vacant’  &   ‘available now’  for housing 
development,  according to their very latest SHLAA (Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, 2019)  
 
 
The whole of Berryhill Fields (Area 292  +  Local Nature Reserve)  is shown as “Greenspace” on the 
Ordnance Survey’s ‘Get Outside’ Map. 

 
  
 
Compare  the map above  with the area that the Council’s latest SHLAA document describes a being “available now”  
(for the building of houses) as shown as ‘Area 292’ on the map on the next page.  
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The Planners want to destroy this Greenspace by allowing more than 1,300 houses to be built in ‘Area 292’. 

‘Area 292’ 
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Below is an extract from the ‘Issues & Options Map’ which SoT Council have issued as one 
of their documents for the Public Consultation, which is due to end on 21st June 2021 : 

 
 

The reduction in Greenspace should also be compared with that shown on the Ordnance Survey              
‘Get Outdoors’ map shown on page 4 of this Newsletter. 

This repeated omission has been bought to the attention of the Council’s Director of Place, Growth & 
Prosperity  (Phil Creswell) on several occasions since 2018,  including whilst the Council’s  ‘Green Space 
Strategy’ document was still at draft stage, ….. but no response has been forthcoming.    

It can only be presumed that the continued omission of ‘Area 292’ as ‘Greenspace’  is a deliberate 
exclusion by the City Council Planners in furtherance of their objective to destroy Berryhill Fields for the 
purpose of satisfying the aspirations of their development partners,  St Modwen.  

 

During last year (2020), it was widely reported that Berryhill Fields is ‘not financially viable’ for housing 
development, nor is it ‘Deliverable’ within the lifespan of the Local Plan (up to 2040).   

Obviously, if the Government’s magic money tree was to bear fruit,  then the SoT Council’s Planners’ 
outrageous proposals for Berryhill Fields (Area 292) would place vast swathes of Greenspace at risk  both 
during the lifespan of this Local Plan & beyond.  
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So what can you do right now ?  

Firstly, thanks for your continued support and for taking time out to read this Newsletter.                                          
Apologises that it’s a bit long-winded, but it is important to make you aware of the latest situation.   

Your support is crucial in telling the City Council’s Planners the importance of preserving and protecting 
much valued Greenspace and wildlife habitat of Berryhill Fields (Area 292)  

Please tell the Council exactly what Berryhill Fields means to you.  

A guide of how to log on & register your comments is shown on pages 12 & 13 of this Newsletter. 

 You don’t need to comment on every section of the “Issues & Options” Consultation, but you may 
 find the following sections of particular relevance to Berryhill Fields, its wildlife habitat & the 
 Greenspace amenity it provides : 

 Section 5    “Overarching Issues”   including  5.2  “Healthy Communities”  (Air Quality). 

 

 Section 8 “Housing”   including  8.1  “Housing Requirement”    &   8.2  “Supply”. 

 

 Section 9 “Transport”  including  9.2  “Air Quality”. 

 

 Section 11 “Heritage”  including  11.3  “Townscape  & Landscape”. 

 

 Section 12 “Natural Environment”  including  12.1  “Green Infrastructure”      

  12.2  “Biodiversity”     &       12.3  “Trees & Woodland”  (includes Hedgerows). 

 

 Section 13 “Climate Change & Environmental Resources”      includes  “Flood Risk”.  

  Note : During wet weather, the saturated Berryhill Fields inhibits ‘run off’ into the          
  River Trent & its tributaries, thus mitigating flooding at downstream locations. 

   

 Section 15 “Appendices”    including  15.1  “Appendix 1   Issues & Options Map”.                       
  Zoom in & compare with the maps on pages 4, 5 & 6 of this Newsletter. 

   The Sections highlighted above are intended as a guide, only.   

   There may well be other Sections where you consider it appropriate to add comments. 

   The important thing to remember is that this Public Consultation ends on Monday 21st June 2021. 
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Some associated facts & analysis for context : 

From Stoke on Trent City Council’s Annual Monitoring Reports:  

• The population in the City was 249,903 in 2013, rising to  256,375  in 2020.                                                          
This is a rise of 6,472 persons over 8 years (equivalent to population increase of 809 people per 
annum).   Assuming an average occupation rate of 2.3 persons per dwelling,  809 persons could     
be easily accommodated in 352 new house builds per year. 
 

• However, during the same period (2013 to 2020) the actual number of new house completions 
totalled 5,589 dwellings,   which is equivalent to 699 dwellings per annum. 
 

• Again, assuming a realistic occupation rate of 2.3 persons per dwelling, the 5,589 new dwellings 
should be capable of accommodating  12,855 persons, compared with an actual population 
increase of 6,472 persons over the same 8 year period. 
 

• All of the above suggests that unless there is going to be a massive population increase/ influx of 
people from other parts of the country (and why should there be) then even the current rates of 
house building are not sustainable.  

 

…. and yet, Stoke on Trent City Council’s “Issues and Options Consultation 2020 - 2040” 
document is advocating exponential house building scenarios varying from 507 dwellings to 
1,074 dwellings per annum. (10,170  to  21,480  new dwellings by 2040). 

 Just to put these numbers into some sort of perspective, 21,480 houses is the 
 equivalent of 9 times the number of houses on the Bentilee estate, or more than     
 21 times the number of houses at Eaton Park. 

Stoke on Trent City Council’s own “Brownfield Register 2020” indicates that a total of   
8387 new houses could be built on Brownfield (previously developed/derelict) sites, 
without having to touch any of the existing Greenspaces, …. surely that’s enough. 

However, if SoT Council Planners’ phenomenal growth scenarios are accepted, then much 
loved  Greenspaces will be targeted by developers who want to build thousands & 
thousands of houses, and the flawed Local Plan would allow them to get away with it.   

  

As one of the 20 most populated areas in the country, Stoke on Trent (ranked 14th) is 
targeted with a 35%  uplift in future house building numbers.  This uplift has been applied 
to the 3 highest (out of 4) scenarios in “Issues and Options Consultation 2020 - 2040” 
document, 

               ….. but what is happening elsewhere in England ?           >>>>>>>>>   
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   …….. meanwhile,  elsewhere in the country: 

    Liverpool:  In March 2021, Liverpool City Council’s cabinet approved a motion to protect all of 

the city’s parks and greenspaces in perpetuity.   Liverpool will be the first city in the UK to protect their 
green spaces for good and where every resident lives within a ten-minute walk of a protected area. 

    Coventry:  West Midlands Mayor Andy Street has written to Coventry City Council outlining 

concerns that green space could be lost to homes that do not need to be built.                                                   
He has called for Coventry’s Local Plan to be urgently reviewed, saying that it is based upon                 
“flawed population numbers”.                                                                                                                                                      
  Mr Street has pledged to the people of Coventry:                                                                                                       
“ the Mayor will be on their side when it comes to fighting unwanted proposals from developers”.    

    London:  is made up of 47%  Greenspace, and a growing number of organisations are rewilding 

London on both large & small scales to make it even greener.                                                                             
 Rewilding is becoming a more widely-known term in mainstream media coverage on                
 climate change.  It is a process that lets nature return parts of land or water to a wild state, 
 restoring their natural ecosystems over time.                                                                                                 
In 2019, London was officially declared a “National Park City” by Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of London. 

Trustee & board member, Tim Webb announced   “Changing perceptions of city life benefits the 
environment & the quality of urban living on a global scale.”     He went on to say “London is great, and 
there’s lots of greenspace, but it could be so much better.  So we wanted to make it greener, but also 
change people’s perceptions of it as well.  So, rather than thinking of it as a grey, urban habitat, thinking of 
it more as a National Park, as an environment, a natural landscape.”        Tim Webb is  “looking to make 
more National Park Cities, something that should be taken for standard in cities around the world.”                                                                   

….. and in Sheffield:   

  

                                                                    

 

                                                                              

                                                                                                                                              

 

 

                                                          

 

    So what can we expect from our elected representatives (Councillors) in  Stoke on Trent ? 
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  …….. and nationally:    

 1 million houses already have Planning Permission,  but are not yet built. 

Also,  from a Ministry of Housing information release dated 20th May 2021,                       
there are 665,600 empty dwellings in England,  an increase of 17,500 over the previous year  
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National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), February 2019:                         

Wherever it suits them, the SoT Council’s Planners say that they must comply with the 
requirements of the “National Planning Policy Framework”.    …… This is so very true. 

Perhaps the Planners need reminding that the latest version of NPPF also stipulates that:                                                               

“The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is:   

   a)   in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

 b)   demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example 
 because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), 
 tranquillity or richness of its wildlife”          

  …….. all of which is applicable to Berryhill Fields. 

 

Also within the Government’s  National Planning Policy Framework  :   

Chapter 15 “Conserving and enhancing the natural environment” (page 49) requires that: 

 “Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
 environment by protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity.” 

On page 50  there is a section entitled  “Habitats and biodiversity” which stipulates that: 

        “To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:  

 a)     Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider ecological 
 networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of 
 importance for biodiversity;  wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them;  and areas 
 identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, enhancement, restoration or 
 creation;  and  

 b)   promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological 
 networks and the protection and recovery of priority species;  and identify and pursue 
 opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity”.  

West Midland Bird Club have categorised Berryhill Fields as a “Principal Birdwatching Site”, one of only two 
in Stoke on Trent (the other being Westport Lake).                                                                                               

Staffs Bird News have official records of 167 different species of birds at Berryhill Fields.                           

Great Crested Newts (an important protected species) breed in the several pools at Berryhill and forage on 
the grasslands. 

Berryhill Fields provides grazing for more than 100 officially registered horses, which add to the 
biodiversity of the habitat. 
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Local Plan “Issues & Options” Public Consultation                        

  How to make your comments :  

 Start by logging onto  www.stoke.gov.uk/localplan   and then: 

 

                                      

     

                                                                                                                                    Continued on next page > > >         

http://www.stoke.gov.uk/localplan
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 >>>>  and then :         

 

 

       After Logging in, you can then make comments by: 

 

        

You can revisit as many times as you like to make & update your comments,                     

but remember that this Public Consultation closes on Monday 21st June 2021. 

 

 

Beside letting SoT Council Planners know your views via the Public Consultation, why not 

also tell your elected representatives (Local Councillors) what you think. 

 

 Via this link, click on the name for contact details of elected Councillors: 

            https://www.stoke.gov.uk/councillors/name 
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 Looking North from Berryhill Fields (Area 292) towards Hanley    (City Centre) 
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Destruction of Berryhill Fields by building on it is not “Growth”, it’s “Over-intensification”. 

 

 

Please feel free to forward this Newsletter to others who may be interested. 

People can sign up  directly for future Newsletters  and updates via our email address 
below.       We will not pass on your contact details to anyone else.   

 

 

 

Berryhill Fields (area 292)       “The Lungs of the City”  

When it’s gone, it’s gone forever. 


